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 Foreo- U b!ack and wcﬂwu' mark mgs, prcpafa for?
its fantastic true mission.-
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"By HARK WATE!S
Are the U.8 ‘Alr Force's
myitery Us jet planes, in-

- cluding the one how at Hie-

kamAIrFomBm used for}
Teconnaissanes: ltulmtel he;
able - altitudes . ovar -, ‘Red,

o China:and Soviet. Ruuh?

Ask :questions. st Hickam

" -about this strange, black,,|.

- single-seater, .. -single-engine
.plane without mlrklngl alul

‘all you get are blmk staros,
B Butquh.U 3. Armed Fore.
s pilots in the Far East on
whexheg we.are flying recon-
over China ;nd

Ahey'll ook at you as if you |
‘were, tly potty and ‘ask
alurply, *What do you'
think?” meaning “of course.”
“A pilot oo Formosa fold
me last spring that our intel.
thwce on Chiha’is bettar

f@imﬂvﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁ

:uonor.uw HAWAII, ﬁfunsww SEPT, 5
Rt .

Air Force Phoim b

ihan any’ we have ever had
anywhere,

According to him, the Ch!—
nese People's Army, cant
move an artillery piece with-,
out it being seen and rgport-i
ec by our high. flying tecon-
naissance pllﬂ“. s -

The U-2-at Hickam' is op
of 3 kind that has been ﬂy-
iag since 1938, The Air Force
hag mnre than 28 of them
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: F’:Iofs Ind:cafe Stmnge Plane Here
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It has a Pratt und Whlmm
J-37 jet engine and s win;
80 long and flex:ble that out.
rigger wheels must suppor-
it onthe grounc

“These :w

dollies ﬂ’hich ,drop off by

:themselves as soon as ‘the
e | plane gaing & little speed.

1t is'a strange sight 1o see
an sirman ridipg each ‘wing
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tip asy‘lﬁe”"U-? begins its take.
off run and Jumping oft just
l .

SYS:ery- plane an ungainly

06 :but ‘great lift ang high -

erformance ' apove 70.000

el in ‘rarifiec atmosphere
he fringes of space.

€aN cruise for hours be.

nd the reach of any known

NS

"ol While™eruising 2t (hege
1 high altitudes, the 1o can
.| Probe any terraln through jis
“cloud-pie’rclng radar eye.

wf- A s 50 at home ip thin
{.atmosphere {hat one pilot

Jokingly said It can fly with.

out burning fuel by; on the

es. : i
It has {aken overhead
photographs of hurricanes
while flying njore than 13
m {gh. '

It has been ‘rumoreq a5 a|
uclear_sample” Catcher|
er Siberfa,” ..

C IS ServicEs; JOF “what jt
€3, are ulllized by all the |-
S::Armed Foroeg. " v
:Is-sald o be involved
1. the - Pacific * missjle
LOSELY GUARDED
But the Ajr Force keeps it . .
under-wraps in 3 closeq and
guarded hangar z¢ Hickam
except when j{ jg taken out
for flight, and then specta. -
tors are kept at great dis.
tance. o i

\ir Forces headquarters !
taff were tolg Bruffly to . .
shave off” when hey asked
0 gel near the black enigma,
A local television camery. L
‘man had his film confiscated -
‘Wwhen he photographed the -
Plane from 3 respectable djs.
tance. ~
7 The trye Mmission o] the !
C i mystery plane, now highly i
: - classified, may be more fag.
o . tastic than 1 wildest sup.;
T Ppositiogs. ‘ :
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